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Change of Weather
With BOCA BETH

ver wonder why the questions begin so early in life about the sun, the clouds, the

earth, space and the every-day things we, as adults, take for granted? Children are

sponges during the early formative years — searching for answers to the world
around them. The weather, the change of seasons and the earth all provide a constant
revolving door of questions for our young ones.

The changing of seasons give a sense of comfort to our youngest of children while
providing a foundation for understanding the climate and how it works for our “older”
preschoolers. Talking about El Nifio, hurricanes, why the sky is blue, snow and other
topics related to weather helps to satisfy that unending stream of curious questions.

Featured Song of the M onth: The Weather Song/Cancion de Tiempo
The featured song this month is from the Sing Along with BOCA BETH CD, track

number 13 called “The Weather Song/Cancion de Tiempo.” Below are the lyrics for this
song that iswritten to the beat of “The Eeensy Weensy Spider.”

Preparation for the Activity: Changes In Weather

Before playing the song | recommend taking a walk outside and encouraging the children
to feel the sun on their faces (or the coolness on their faces), watch the wind blow the
leaves on the trees (or the palms on the trees) and ask them to describe the shapes, the
images that the clouds make. The lyrics to the song will help you create the experience
for the children that will link back to the words in the song.
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“The Weather Song”
( “Eeensy Weensy Spider”)

It'sasunny day
Es un dia soleado
| seethe sun

Veo € sol

The sunisyellow
El sol es Amarillo
The sunis bright
El sol es brillante.

It's acloudy day

Es un dia nublado

There are many clouds
Hay muchas nubes.

Look at the clouds!
Miralas nubes.

The clouds make it shady
L as nubes dan sombra.

It'sarainy day
Es un dialluvioso
| seetherain.
Veo lalluvia
Wefed therain
Sentimos la lluvia.
It feels good

Se siente bien.

It'sawindy day

Es un diaventoso
The wind blows fast.
El viento sopla rpido
Look at the leaves
Miralas hojas

| like the wind

Me gusta € viento.
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Additional Resources

There isawonderful story about the water cycle for young children without the big
words. condensation, evaporation, precipitation and collection! These concepts and their
tricky pronunciation can be introduced after the story as you seefit, for children 3-4.
Children 5-6 would most likely embrace a fun presentation of all four weather words.

Drippy the Raindrop is also a great introduction of how wonderful and important is water
asaresource. The children will fall in love with this wonderful character asthey join
himin his wonderful adventure!

Activity #1: Online Story: To the Mountain and Back - Drippy the Raindrop by - The
Water Cycle by Joel Kimball (click on the link below
www. kimballmedia.conVDrippy/Drippysworldtrialstories'tomountainsandback/entry.htm

The story of Drippy will speak very clearly to the children about what happensin the
water cycle.
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Lesson Plan #1: The Cotton Ball & Water Activity

Ageleve: Ages?2+; Thisactivity isso fun and easy (even for the youngest children).
Number of students. 12 is a comfortable number
General Subject Area: Science

M aterials needed:
e One cotton ball for every child
e Some flat pans or containers (pre-fill with about a 1/2 inch of cold water before
beginning activity)
e Cold water

Introduction: We felt the weather outside today on our walk, we have seen many rainy
days here in Your city and we sang our fun song about weather from BOCA BETH. Now
we are going to use our pretend clouds and talk about rain.

Stated Objectives. Studentswill be able to use tactile skills to understand clouds and
rain.

Procedure:

1. Give each child a cotton ball to hold. Tell themto pretend that they are holding a
cloud.

2. Ask them how does the cloud feel: heavy or light, soft or hard.

3. Instruct the children to place the "cloud" (cotton ball) gently over the cold water.
Explain that water has evaporated, has traveled up to the cloud, and it isalot colder up in
the sky, so the vapor turnsinto water, and it isfilling up the cloud. Ask: Can you see the
"cloud" (cotton ball) filling up with the water.

4. Ask the children to gently pick up the "cloud" (cotton ball) from the pan. Ask: How
doesthe "cloud" feel now? Isit light or heavy? Isit warm or cold? What is happening
with the water? Hopefully they say that the water is dripping from the "cloud". Ask
them why? Explanation should be that the cloud cannot hold al that water. It istoo
heavy. What do we call when water falls from the clouds because they are too heavy
with water? Praise them for being right when they say “Rain!” Ask what happens to the
water when it rains? Validate for them that it is coming right back into the pan, and the
pan could be a stream, river, ocean or the ground.

Closure: Once the activity is over and the children help clean up the “clouds’ and “rain”
we will sing the “Eeensy Weensy Spider” song to reinforce what we just learned.
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Lesson Plan 2: Spot’s Windy Day by Eric Hill

Agelevel: 1.5-6yearsold
Number of students: 8-12 children (Circle/Story time comfortable level)
General Subject Area: Language Arts, Science

M aterials Needed: Book Spot’s Windy Day by Eric Hill

Introduction: We have met Spot during many of his adventures, and today he is
enjoying a windy day.

Stated Objectives. Studentswill listen to and discuss Spot and what he encountered
during his windy day.

Procedure:

1. Read the story and discuss along the way as needed.

2. Discuss friendship, good neighbor and helping each other. Ask how Spot and
Kangaroo help one another in the story. And mention that returning things we
find to their owner isimportant.

3. Talk about the climate and weather conditions. Ask what helps the kite fly?
Could the kite fly without wind?

4. Talk about shapes & colors - discuss the shape of the kite being the diamond
shape and how the diamond shape is the perfect shape for akite, it helpsit fly.
With older preschoolers ask “What other shape can you see inside the kite?” (4
triangles) Then ask about what colors are Spot's kite.

BOCA BETH, LLC
1-813-855-5393
www.bocabeth.com
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