About Families

When Should Children Learn a Second Language?
Experts Say: When They're I.eaming Their First!

choss Frénch or Spamish. What

wiou couldnt choose was to be the

right age o learn & new language casly,

Y¥ou memorized verbs. But you probably
didn leam o speak fluently

Todsy, ealiphtensd school systess

know better. Second lnnguages ase intro-

Rmmr high schwoal? You could

“All of the rescarch suggests thal from
birth shaough clght 1o 10 years of age is
the best time 1o introduce new languages
to & young child. Yei for some reason,
mosd school systems introduce a mew lag-
guage asrcumd ape 12, =tates Beth
Bautler, croator of the BOCA BETH
Program, an integrated program of bikin-

municate, better cognitive

to com-
cultur-

development,
alammﬂ,nhmtﬂr mmnpmm
hwthmeihnknmramlanm :

chseed i elementary school Litile kids
do learn more casly than kigh school
students. Dual current reseanch saye: o
really do i rishr, atart ever sarlier Stan
when the child s lexrning s first lns-
guage. It’s easier It move fum. Bables
bave an astonishing obility to absorb.
And ih todays complex world, a second
lampusge = not a luxery = if's a neceasity.

W know now (hat studying & scoonsd
langiaage offers sarprising benefits to
children. Fessarch has demonstraied
impeoved shility o commuanicate, betber
cogaitive development, richer culiursl
awnreness and, uitimately, benter b
oppartunities for those who know & sec-
ond language. What's more, todaoys chil-
deen will all be requited te have com.
mand of tao lenguages by ihe time they
reach collage.

gual edoentiosnl materials desipned 1o
give youmg childrem a bead stant on
becoming bikngoal. “If you introduce &
new language. earhy in life, childres will
learn i fakter, retasn it botter, and most
alten speak It wi:lmmr—nnu’rﬁpmmmu—
atom.”

Whai lsngusge ﬂmu.ld your child
learn® Its prediy easy o sake a clear
case for Spamish. Spomiak is the native
tongee jor the lirges! growimg segment
ol the American population today, wilh
cver 26 milllon Amercin home: shng
Spanish a3 a lirst lengeage. “Leamming
Spamish ax a s=cond lamguage allows o
child 1a bz able o commumicate with
over 300 mullion maore people worlkd.
wide, snid Batler

Beih Butler says wou can stan god

carly. “During prégnancy is a Gné me 1o
begin.™ she fayt. “And anywhere from
birth 40 eight years of age is just righl
These are the yeors when lasguage is
developing. Children are not coafased by
learming fwo names for objects. In fact.
ey think % 8 wonderfill game. And
il fain Eacior is what makes lesrsing 1o
cazy al these ages.™

“There are pwo ways to leam a acw
langunge,” says Builer-“Bilingaal educa-
tign - teaching English and Spanish side-
by-side - |5 the best way 1w work with
small children. For adult, immesioa -
where the new language is spoken exclu-
sively - iy uwwually the anly way 1o bearn
That's why 80 many of 6 spenl our juf-
ior yenr shrosd. Its why lsngunge sum-
meT camips work for teens

“Bat when you're wosking with babies.
s Lirtks children, the bilingual approsch
b more effective, becmise il provides
o binging education in the childs native
tomgue while scqeiving skilh in the mow
one, Children develop a sense of pride in
learning both languages The Bglm;ua
mvethod ultimately provides better renen-
tigen, Amd ir's & whaole lot more fen.™

Beth Bullr rofvates and assiis ocuoe-
tors in cieveloping a biingual emimnment for
chuldnenm. Hl’n‘ﬂg Pead in Bofy Chille and
Lexicn, Butler has fad Spanish &5 8 Second
Bngage for over 25 it She dlo spent
gwver 10 years in e chssoom, leeching
imndigeganien thiough foucth grace. By com-
Dendng her AN &0 eeperioncns; ahe was
able fo deriiap ono of tha Mot eifachive,
and delightil, second Bnguage progams
eumerdly svailible 9 parsis uhuﬁdwr as
ahie ghoed, Ml fvg hw_:nmm
o for gvary bty Log ondo e Wals 5o af
wwin bocabaih com or cal fof fee 1-877-
EF5-2E22 (BOCA} for rmore informations,



